
Capitol Theatre, 

Victoria, British Columbia 

November 6th-7th, 1935 

(Capitol Theatre, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, Circa 1930) 

 

For years the assumption was that Frank Sinatra’s first appearance in Canada was the 
Orpheum in Vancouver in November of 1935 as a member of the Hoboken Four, with the 
Major Bowes travelling group.  Sinatra, with that group of talented amateurs, did appear at 
the Orpheum starting on November 8, 1935 but the group first appeared in Victoria at the 
Capitol Theatre on November 6th and 7th of that same year.  Sinatra, nor the other members 
of the Hoboken Four would receive any credit in local papers other than by the group name. 

  



↑Times Colonist, (Victoria, British Columbia)  
October 29, 1935, Page 13 

 

←Times Colonist 
(Victoria, British Columbia) 
October 31, 1935, Page 15 

 

↑Times Colonist  
(Victoria, British Columbia) 
October 28, 1935, Page 15 

 
 
 
 
 

↑Times Colonist 
(Victoria, British Columbia) 
October 31, 1935, Page 15



 

←The Victoria Daily Times 
(Victoria, British Columbia) 
November 1, 1935, Page 15 

 
The Victoria Daily Times  

(Victoria, British Columbia) 
November 5, 1935, Page 15→ 

 

The Victoria Daily Times↑ 
(Victoria, British Columbia) 
November 5, 1935, Page 15 

 
  



←The Victoria Daily Times 
(Victoria, British Columbia) 
November 6, 1935, Page 17 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Victoria Daily Times 
(Victoria, British Columbia) November 6, 1935, Page 17 

←The Victoria Daily Times↑ 
(Victoria, British Columbia) 
 November 7, 1935, Page 19 



 

Orpheum Theatre 

Vancouver, British Columbia 

November 8th-14th, 1935 

 
Orpheum Theatre, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 1930s) 

 

Sinatra would perform five times in Vancouver over the course of his lifetime.  He would return to do shows 
on the same day in 1957, and then would not return until 1976.  His final appearances in the city would be 
in 1986 and 1988 but his Vancouver stops all started at the Orpheum in 1935.  In fact, Sinatra’s name would 
be erroneously tied with the Orpheum for his 1957 appearances but 1935 was the only time he would ever 
play this theatre.  



 
←The Vancouver Sun 
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 
November 2, 1935, Page 18 

 
 
 

The Province 
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 

November 7, 1935, Page 4↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
←The Province 
(Vancouver, British Columbia 

 November 5, 1935, Page 4 



 
 

↑ The Province (Vancouver, British Columbia) 
November 7, 1935, Page 10 

 
 
 

←The Vancouver Sun  
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 
November 8, 1935, Page 20 

  



 
The Province 

(Vancouver, British Columbia) 
Nov 12, 1935, Page 20↓ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Vancouver Sun 
(Vancouver, British Columbia) → 
 January 22, 1944, Page 6 

 
They were still talking about Sinatra and 
The Hoboken Four in Vancouver 9 years later! 

  



 

Canadian National Exhibition, 

Toronto, Ontario 

September 4th-7th, 1940 
 

 
 

(CNE DANCE TENT, 1940) 
 

By 1940 Sinatra was singing with the Tommy Dorsey orchestra.  The 1940 appearance of Dorsey at the 
Canadian National Exhibition (CNE) would represent Sinatra’s first time singing in Toronto.  Sinatra would 
not receive credit in any of the news clippings during his appearance at the CNE.  Sinatra and Dorsey would 
return to the CNE again in 1941 and Sinatra would make solo appearances in Toronto in 1949, 1975, 1976, 
1984, 1989 and 1991.  



 
The front cover of the official souvenir catalogue & programme for the 1940 CNE.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the inner pages of the offical programme announced “Night-Dancing, Pageantry, Music”.



←Toronto Daily Star, 
August 9, 1940,  pg. 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Globe And Mail→ 

Toronto, Ontario 
August 23, 1940, 

pg. 13 
 



 

 

 
↑Toronto Daily Star, August 28, 1940, pg. 16 

 
 

 
↑Toronto Daily Star, August 26, 1940, pg. 23 
 
(JIMMY GETS BETTER BILLING THAN HIS BROTHER TOMMY!) 

  



↓Toronto Daily Star, Toronto, Ontario, September 3, 1940, pg. 4 



Tommy Dorsey and His Orchestra would play shows at 3pm and 9pm September 4th-7th, 1940 at the CNE.  



↑The Globe and Mail, Toronto, Ontario, September 4, 1940, Pg. 9 



The Globe and Mail, Toronto, Ontario, September 5, 1940, Pg. 7  



↑Toronto Daily Star, Toronto, Ontario, September 5, 1940, pg. 19  



←Toronto Daily Star,  
Toronto, Ontario, 
September 6, 1940, pg 3 

 

 

 

↑The Globe And Mail, Toronto, September 6, 1940, pg 4 

 

Ruth Lowe, who wrote “I’ll Never Smile Again”, would receive 
good press in Toronto but the boy singer of the song would 
receive no mention. 

  



↓The Globe And Mail, Toronto, September 6, 1940, pg 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
←The Windsor Star                        
(Windsor, Ontario)  

            September 6, 1940           
                     Page 12 

 
           Dorsey tries to set the  
            record straight about  
          Canada! 

 



↑The Globe and Mail, September 7, 1940, pg 7  



From the Glen Miller Archives, University of Colorado, Boulder, comes the following two listings of radio 
broadcasts during Dorsey’s appearance at the CNE in 1940.  These are part of the Tommy Dorsey Catalog for 
1940 prepared by Dennis M. Spragg.  The first listing was a live broadcast from the CNE on September 5 and 
the second appears to be a broadcast from the CBL Studios in Toronto on September 7. 

September 5, 1940 (Thu) 11:30 p. m. - Midnight 
The Fairgrounds Bandstand, Toronto, Ontario 
(NBC Red) (CBL) (Sustaining) 
RCA MT 1031 (Part 2) 
Hugh Bartlett, announcer 
1. I’ll Never Smile Again (FS-PP) 
2. Swing Time Up In Harlem (CH) 
3. East Of The Sun (And West of the Moon) (FS-Band) 
4. So What 
5. I'm Getting Sentimental Over You (close) 
 
(Also broadcast over the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) 
 
--------------------------------- 
September 7, 1940 (Sat) 5:00 - 6:00 p. m. 
CBL Studios, Toronto, Ontario 
(NBC Red) (CBL) (Sustaining) 
“The Dorsey Hour” 
Hugh Bartlett, announcer 
1. I'm Getting Sentimental Over You (open) 
2. Six Lessons From Madame La Zonga (CH) 
3. All This And Heaven Too (FS) 
4. Make Me Know It (SO arr) 
5. I’ll Never Smile Again (FS-PP) 
6. My Next Romance (FS) 
7. Medley of old favorites: Until The Real Thing Comes Along (FS), Lost In A Fog,  

Snuggled On Your Shoulder (CH) 
8. Devil’s Holiday 
9. Station break 
10. Funny Little Pedro (PP) 
11. And So Do I (CH) 
12. The Eyes And Ears Of The World (Paramount on Parade) 
13. Swing Your Blues Away (PP) 
14. Make Up Your Mind About Me (CH) 
15. Lead On, My Heart Will Follow (FS) 
16. The Pied Piper Of Harlem (PP) 
17. Blue Moon (FS-Band) 
18. The Pied Piper Of Harlem (PP) (reprise) 
19. Old Black Joe 
20. I'm Getting Sentimental Over You (close) 
 
(Only broadcast over NBC Red in the United States (no CBC simulcast). The first 15 minutes were not heard 
on the west coast.) 



 

Canadian National Exhibition, 

Toronto, Ontario 

August 22nd – August 23rd, 1941 
 
 
 

(CNE DANCE PAVILION) 
 

Dorsey and Sinatra’s second appearance was in 1941 again at the Canadian National Exhibition in the Dance 
Pavilion.  Sinatra would again not see his name in any of the press out of Toronto.  



 
The front cover of the official souvenir catalogue & programme for the 1941 CNE.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Globe and Mail, → 
Toronto, Ontario 
August 18, 1941, pg. 4 

  



Toronto Daily Star, Toronto, Ontario, August 18, 1941, pg. 5  



The Globe and Mail, Toronto, Ontario, August 21, 1941, pg. 7 
  



The Globe and Mail, Toronto, Ontario, August 22, 1941, pg. 9 



↑The Globe And Mail, Toronto, August 23, 1941 

Dorsey and his orchestra were supposed to play 
afternoon and evening performances on the 22nd 
but a delay at the border prevented Dorsey from 
making  the afternoon appearance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

↑The Globe And Mail, Toronto, August 23, 1941 
 
Tommy Dorsey would perform shows 3pm to 5pm 
and then again at 9pm to 12am, except August 
22nd when they were delayed and missed the 
afternoon performance. 

 

 

 

  



 

The Forum, 

Montreal, Quebec 

May 6th, 1942 
 
 

 
(THE FORUM, Montreal, 1940S) 

 
Frank Sinatra would perform at The Forum in Montreal a total of five times.  His first appearance in the city 
with Tommy Dorsey in 1942 would see Sinatra’s name in the local press.  Sinatra would next perform at The 
Forum in 1944 and then again in 1975, 1976, and 1979. 

 

 
 



←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) 
 April 25, 1942, Page 24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑La Patrie, Montreal, Quebec, 
 April 25, 1942, Pg. 43 

 
Tommy Dorsey 
comes to the Forum 

 
   The final confirmation of past rumors about Tommy Dorsey 
and his orchestra's commitment to an evening at the Forum 
was wrapped up yesterday by Tommy Gorman, General 
Manager of the Canadian Arena Company, who hired the 
greatest music star in America through arrangement with the 
Music Corporation of America, after arguing with other rink 
owners in the United States. 
 Tommy Dorsey will make his first appearance in Montreal  

           with his full orchestra and famous artists on Wednesday  
           night, May 6th. 

  Dorsey is clearly recognized as one of the four best  
            conductors on the continent, the most famous of all. 

   He will premiere classical numbers and dance pieces. 
 
  



 
←La Patrie, Montreal, May 2, 1942, Pg 38 
 
Tommy Dorsey 
at the Forum on May 6th 
  
   Tommy Dorsey the famous "sentimental gentleman" will come to 
the Forum for a one-night engagement only on Wednesday, May 
6th, hosted by the Music Corporation of America. 
   In addition to conducting a famous orchestra, Dorsey is acclaimed 
by critics and musicians as one of the greatest, most famous 
trombone players of all time. 
    Tommy Dorsey will bring Montreal his full orchestra for his 
engagement at the Forum with the aerobic extras that precede the 
dance show at the West Amphitheater. The new $5,000 dance floor 
will be set for Tommy Dorsey's arrival as well as a new acoustic 
system. 
   The mining towns of Pennsylvania have heard of Tommy Dorsey 
well before the beginners of the company. He was then known to 
all his men in his father's fanfare. Then, several years later, he was 
part of a few orchestras and became famous, since 1924, when he 
was part of the band of Jean Goldkette, in Detroit. These were the 
California Ramblers commitments with Roger Wolfe Kahn, Vincent 
Lopes and Paul Whiteman. 

 

 

←La Petit Journal,  
Montreal, Quebec 
May 3, 1942,  

 Pg. 40 
  



 

 
 
 

←La Petit Journal, 
Montreal, Quebec 
May 3, 1942, Pg. 40 

 
Intimate Tommy 
Dorsey 

 
   The idol of nightclubs 
and proms, "the 
supreme interpreter of 
the enticing modern 
music, Tommy Dorsey, 
who will come to the 
Forum next Wednesday 
night, May 6, for one 
night only, through 
arrangements made with 
the Music Corporation of 
America, prefers his 

home to any other distraction, according to the intimates of this famous conductor. 
   When Tommy was asked how he spent his spare time, he replied: "The few days of leave that are spent, I 
attempt to pass them at home. I am very proud of my home, 21 rooms, Colonial style, built in brick in 
Bernardsville, New Jersey and is surrounded by a farm of 21 acres with wooded parts. On the farm there are 
barns, stables, horses, cows, etc. 
   At his residence, Dorsey has a 65-foot pool, a heating system, a lighted tennis court for playing at night, a 
place for the ball on the wall, tennis and badminton courts, a stove for the public. Barbecue "and several 
other useful facilities. 
   Those who have heard Dorsey describe his residence are no longer surprised to try to understand why in his 
spare time he hastens to leave Broadway to become the gentleman-farmer and inspect his vast cleanliness. 
         AT THE FORUM, WEDNESDAY 
   Dorsey will be in Montreal with her full orchestra for her engagement at the Forum with all the extras who 
will precede the dance session at the West Amphitheater. The new $ 5,000 dance floor will be installed for 
Tommy Dorsey's arrival as well as a new speaker system 

  



 
 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) 
May 5th, 1942, Pg. 3 

 
 
 
 

The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) · 
May 5th, 1942, Pg. 3→ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑La Patrie, 
Montreal, Quebec 
May 6, 1942, Pg. 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec)  
May 6, 1942, Pg. 3→ 

 
  



 

 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) May 6, 1942, Pg. 3 



 

←La Patrie, Montreal, May 6, 1942, Pg 17. 

 
Tommy Dorsey 
and his orchestra 

 

    The new $ 5,000 dance floor will be put to use for the first time at the Forum 
this evening, with the engagement of the reputed orchestra of Tommy 
Dorsey. This floor measures 12,000 square feet, and a group of workers took 
44 hours to install it. 

      A brilliant program has been prepared by Tommy Dorsey for his first 
engagement in Montreal. An hour-long concert will precede the dance 
session, which will continue until one o'clock. We'll hear the famous tunes 
that Tommy recorded on records. It was said that he'll play "Once In A 
While", "My Reveries" and "I'll Never Smile Again". 

Several members of the orchestra were well known before joining Dorsey, 
Buddy Rich, the "Joe Di Maggio" of drums, is one of the best known. Rich 
comes from a long time vaudeville family who, for fun, made him rise on the 
stage to play the drum while he was very small. Buddy always goes on 
making music. It will be heard several times tomorrow night, both during the 
concert and during the dance session. 

The other stars are Frank Sinatra, baritone, Ziggy Elman and his trumpet, Jo 
Stafford, famous singer and the Pied Pipers, a quartet reputed for their 
harmonizations. 

The concert will start at 8:30, and only one admission ticket is required to 
attend the concert and then take part in the dance session. 

Note:  Frank Sinatra’s name is misspelled. 

 

 

 



 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) · May 7th, 1942, Pg. 20 
 

This article documents Sinatra singing four songs that night:  “Night And Day”, “This Love of Mine”, “How 
About You”, and “Ol’ Man River”.   

  



 
←La Patrie, Montreal, Quebec,  
May 7, 1942, Pg. 17  
 
At the Forum 

 
The Tommy Dorsey Orchestra 
 

   The orchestra conductor Tommy Dorsey  
certainly pleased a large audience that went to 
the Forum last night, to see him first of all, to 
listen to his wonderful instrumentalists and to 
revolve on the new floor specially prepared for 
this occasion. 
   All jazz aficionados who usually listen to the 
Dorsey Orchestra on the radio, have returned 
enchanted after having spent one of the most 
enjoyable evenings that can be given to the jazz 
and dance lover. 
   The elaborate program that had been prepared 
by the maestro included his favorite compositions 
including: "Once In A While", "My Reverie", "I'll 
Never Smile Again" and many others. 
Among the stars who are virtuosos, we noticed: 
Buddy Rich, Frank Sinatra, baritone, Ziggy Elman, 
Jo Stafford, famous singer, and Pied Pipers, 
quartet who knew how to amuse the public with 
their harmonizations. 
   The maestro and his musicians were particularly 
noted in the courtyard of the evening of 
yesterday, by the many musical improvisations to 
which they are famous. 
 

 

NOTE:  Frank Sinatra’s name is misspelled again. 

  



 

The Forum, 

Montreal, Quebec 

November 19th, 1944 
 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), November 8 1944, Page 3 
 

 
This was Sinatra’s second appearance at the Montreal Forum.  This time it’s his first solo appearance in 
Canada.  Sinatra would only sing one of the songs mentioned in this advertisement.  His set list included 
"Swinging On A Star", "Embraceable You", "If You Are But A Dream", "What A Difference A Day Makes", 
"Old Man River", "Night and Day", "I’ll Walk Alone", "Kiss Me Again", "The Song Is You", "I Love You, Dear", 
"Do not Blame Me", and "Brahms’ Lullaby". 

  



 
The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), 

November 3 1944, Page 20→ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

←The Gazette 
(Montreal, Quebec), 
November 4 1944, 
Page 20 
 
 
Two years after his first 
visit to The Forum with 
Tommy Dorsey, Frank 
Sinatra was considered a 
threat to the men of 
Montreal! 

  



 
←La Patrie, Montreal, November 5, 1944, pg. 70 
 
 
FRANK SINATRA, singer of the screen and the radio, the 
biggest attraction present in the world of the spectacle at 
the Forum on November 18th. An orchestra of 30 
musicians will accompany him.   
 
(note:  Sinatra’s performance was actually on  
November 19th) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

←This advertisement ran in La 
Patrie, Montreal,  
November 5, 1944, pg. 70. 
 
It is a French language version of the 
ad that ran in The Gazette, 
(Montreal, Quebec), 
November 4, 1944 

  



←Le Courrier de Beauharnois 
(Beauharnois, Quebec) 
November 6, 1944, pg.2 

 
Frank Sinatra at the forum 

Sunday, November 19th 
 

Concert organized by the Music 
Corporation of America - Sinatra, 
the most acclaimed singer 
at the moment 

 
     Music lovers, radio enthusiasts, 
moviegoers and the general public will 
be very interested in hearing a recent 
news from Mr. Tommy Gorman, 
Montreal Forum Manager. 
     This news tells us that the one and 
only Frank Sinatra, currently the biggest 
attraction in the world of amusements, 
will appear at the Forum on Sunday 
evening, 19 November. After several 
months of arrangements, the 
arrangements were complete for the 
famous singer to present a program at 
the Forum one evening. Sinatra is 
currently in demand everywhere, will 
arrive in Montreal in the afternoon of 
November 19 and will fly to New York 
the next morning. 
     Sinatra comes to Montreal under the 
auspices of the Music Corporation of 
America. It will be his first and only 
appearance in Canada this year. Frank is 
currently the best-paid artist on the 
screen and radio. His income has 
surpassed one million since he reached 
the sky of glory last year, and he will 
receive for his program at the Forum one 
of the strongest guarantees ever offered. 
     This visit is Sinatra's second at the 
Forum: Three years ago, when he was 
only a "crooner" in Tommy Dorsey's 
orchestra, he sang several numbers here. 
It was before he became an idol of the 

scene, the screen and the waves. New York, Chicago, San Francisco and Hollywood have finally admitted unanimously 
the fun charm of the young New Jersey singer. Frank is now known from coast to coast as "the voice of the radio". A 
fortnight ago, when he began an engagement at Paramount Theater in New York, thousands of people surrounded the 
Times Square Building; they broke the parry organized in favor of Dewey, manifested when their favored singer 
appeared, and caused such a commotion in the theater that the reserves of the New York police had to be summoned. 
     Never in the history of the spectacles of New York have such scenes occurred. 
     On October 29, Sinatra sang with Phil Baker and other Broadway celebrities. It was probably one of the most 
successful radio audiences ever, and his interpretation of "Old Man River" was one of the best ever. 
     Sinatra's phenomenal ascent to fame is without comparison on the stage and the American screen. 
(Continued on page 4) 



 
 

←Le Courrier de Beauharnois (Beauharnois, Quebec) 
November 6, 1944, pg.4 

 
 

Frank Sinatra… 
(continued from page 2) 
 
Four years ago, he sang in the evenings in a nightclub in New 
Jersey. An agent of Tommy Dorsey discovered Frank and offered 
him a contract. The same evening Frank made a sensation. He has 
since appeared in several films and most recently dined with 
President Roosevelt at the White House in Washington. 
     He had to pay Tommy Dorsey something like $ 100,000 to resign 
his contract and after that he sang in front of crowd audiences in 
all parts of the United States. November 19 was the only date he 
was available because he has just started a long-term engagement 
at the Waldorf Astoria Ballroom in New York. 
     An orchestra of 50 instruments will accompany the singer at the 
Forum, and Sinatra's personal conductor Alex Stordahl will also be 
at the Forum. The seats for the Sinatra concert will be on sale at 
the Forum from November 8 to 10 am We will not sell more than 
four tickets to the same person, although Montreal industries 
have already made arrangements to reserve a large number of 
tickets for their employees. The interest of the coming of Sinatra is 
such that all the places available to the Forum will be reserved and 
used for this occasion. Postal orders will be accepted if 
accompanied by a check or money order. 

  



 
 
 

↑The Shawinigan Standard, Shawinigan, Quebec, November 8, 1944, pg 12 
  



 

←La Patrie, Montreal, November 9 1944, pg. 15 
 

Frank Sinatra 
sweet singer 

 
   No theatrical personality has ever captivated the public as much as the 
young singer Frank Sinatra, popularly known as "The Voice", and who 
will come to Montreal on November 19 where he will sing at the Forum 
   In his fast-paced rise to fame, he has been selected in most radio and 
movie reviews as "America's Number One Male Singer". 
   So while Sinatra sang with Tommy Dorsey's orchestra and gained 
popularity at each performance, some theater people felt that it would 
be best to separate from that orchestra and claim self-esteem as an 
artist. And it was wise because since then, Sinatra has been shooting 
movies at the RKO and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer studios, he is the star of 
the popular "Hit Parade" and a radio program on the Columbia network 
in addition to recording exclusive records for Columbia. He is now the 
one who gets the most mail. 
   This mixture of a man of the world and a little boy is what makes 
hearts beat. It is a gift that is not acquired. It must be inborn. Call it 
personality, voice, training, timing or whatever you want. It's not just 
one of those things. It's all together and it's called dynamism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Journal, Quebec, November 9, 1944, pg. 8→ 
 
 

To Montreal 
 

Frank Sinatra, famous popular singer of the 
United States, will sing at the Forum on Sunday 19 
November.  He will only give a concert one night, 
arriving by plane in the metropolis on the 19th in 
the morning and leaving the next morning.  
The prices, $ 1.25, $ 2.25, $ 3.25 and $ 4.00. 

  



←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) 
November 9, 1944, Page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Gazette  
(Montreal, Quebec) 

November 10, 1944, Page 7→ 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) 
November 11, 1944, Page 6 

  



↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) November 11, 1944, Page 6 
(This time the ad is tailored for the “Ladies of Montreal”) 

 
 In the same issue of The Gazette on page 21, Sinatra is declared a public menace:  

 
  



←La Patrie, Montreal, November 14 1944, pg. 15 

Allan McIver 
with Frank Sinatra 
 

  When Frank Sinatra, currently the most powerful attraction in 
America, will appear at the Forum on Sunday, November 19th, he 
will be supported by an orchestra of 50 musicians. Sinatra will 
come here with his own director, Mr. Axel Stordahl, and the 
important musicians for the various instruments, while a local 
symphony, the management of Mr. Al Begin and the direction of 
Mr. Allan McIver will complete the orchestra. 

  Allan McIver is one of the most prominent drivers of radio in 
Canada. He is a musician whose talents range from popular music 
to symphony. Mr. McIver also has an excellent reputation for 
special arrangements. In a week, he is sometimes forced to 
prepare arrangements for dramatic sketches, compose pieces for 
special issues, prepare dance compositions, conduct an orchestra 
and appear as a soloist in a symphony. 

  In the interesting facts of his career on the radio, we see that he 
was the musical director of the famous "Spotlight Parade", the 
"Dial of Pleasure", hockey programs, and Jack Benny's Canadian 
tour. In addition, he has been starring in Radio-Canada's music 
programs, including "Music from Montreal", the Canadian Drama 
series, and the "Sunday Night Show". Since the creation of the 
Victory Loan programs, Mr. McIver has again demonstrated how 
expertly he has directed these challenging programs. In short, he 
is a musician, director and composer. 

  Al Begin, who is associated with Mr. McIver as promoter and 
manager of the orchestra, is also well known in Montreal. He has 
been Music Director at the Forum for four years and has been in 
charge of the organizations that have produced the splendid 
music programs for the Ice Capades, Ice Follies, Skating Vanities, 
Roy Rogers and Rodeo, as well as several other international 
shows, which have been at the Forum. -- (Communicated). 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
←The Gazette 

(Montreal, Quebec)   
November 15, 1944,  

Page 3→ 
 
 

 ←La Patrie, Montreal, 
November 15 1944, pg. 15 

 
 At the Forum 
 

Sunday 
Nov. 19 

 
The Voice who 
Electrifies millions of 
people 

 
FRANK 
SINATRA 

 
Star of the stage, radio 
and screen 

 
Tickets on sale at all prices: 
$ 1.25 - $ 2.25 - $ 3.25 - $ 4.00 
all taxes included 
Get your tickets without delay 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec)  
November 16, 1944, Page 8→ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                      
←The Gazette  
(Montreal, Quebec)  
November 16, 1944,  
Page 8 

  



 
 

←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec),  
November 17, 1944, Page 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec),  
November 17, 1944, Page 10→  



←La Patrie, Montreal, 
November 18 1944, pg. 38 

 
HEAR 
FRANK SINATRA 
FORUM 
Sun, Nov. 19, at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Special Announcement 
 
  On sale Saturday 
from 9a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and all day Sunday. 
  Special orchestra seats at  
$1.50, plus tax. All the best 
seats of the "Circle" at 75c, 
plus tax. 
 
For members of the men's 

and women's army and students, all seats available at low 
prices. 

-------------------------------------------- 
La Patrie, Montreal, November 18 1944, pg. 39→ 

 
Tickets at low prices 
for Frank Sinatra 
   Following special negotiations with the Music Corporation of 
America, which is in charge of the local appearance of Frank 
Sinatra, the Canadian Arena Company announced yesterday 
that arrangements had been made for all Frank Sinatra 
admirers to hear this famous star of the stage, of the screen and 
the radio at the Forum Sunday night. 
   Although the ticket sales for the Sinatra concert were very 
good, it was decided to make special concessions for men and 
women in the armed forces, aviation, army and navy, as well as 
a for students and general audience. 
   The good seats are naturally gone, but this morning at nine 
o'clock the Forum will be selling for the first time a good band 
of orchestra, amphitheater and "circle", at very popular prices. 
   The sale will begin at nine o'clock and continue until seven o'clock, when the sale will be halted because of 
the hockey between the Canadiens and the Boston Bruins on Saturday night.  All the seats available in the 
large enclosure will be sold to members of the forces at a low price. They are still available in the 
amphitheater, the circle and the southern section. Special attention will be paid to ticket requests by 
members of the armed forces and students. 
   After the sale on Saturday, if there are still tickets, they will be on sale Sunday morning. These concessions 
were only applicable to members of the armed forces, but at the request of Mr. Harry Moss, managing 
director of the Music Corporation of America, they will apply to all who want to see the Sinatra concert in 
front of a packed house. 



 

←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) November 18, 1944, Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec)  
November 18, 1944, Page 6 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

La Patrie, Montreal, November 19 1944, pg. 66→ 
 

AT THE FORUM: - Frank SINATRA, the popular 
screen and radio star, can be seen in person 
tonight at the Forum.  An orchestra of 50 
musicians will accompany him. 

  



 
←La Patrie, Montreal, November 20 1944, pg. 6 (part 1) 

 
At the Forum 

 
12,000 people came to hear Frank Sinatra 

 
   He has come, we have seen and heard him and everyone 

seems to be content. Frank Sinatra, the man of the day with 
the girls, sang last night at the Forum in front of the 
Montreal public, a series of twelve languid and romantic 
ballads. Let us say that he did not receive a poached egg(?), 
as in New York, in honor of his talent and his efforts. 
Because Frank Sinatra, let's face it, has a real talent in his 
kind of "swooner", and let’s say that he is making real efforts 
to make his voice pleasant. However, a group of teenage 
girls, also suffering the effect of the hurricane blowing across 
the United States for Frankie, began lamenting when Frank 
turned his gaze to one side or the other. There were, 
however, only a few   groups, but we know what contagion 
can do in such a case. 

 
       Frank Sinatra, Frankie as "they" call him, appeared on the 

scene in darky navy, with pale blue shirt and matching tie. 
His admirers could not see his traditional polka-dot tie. He is 
a very friendly man and very comfortable at the microphone. 
As soon as he appeared on the scene, a long ovation was 
made to him; people were standing with binoculars to see 
him better, and there was endless applause. It must also be 
said that the orchestra of sixty musicians, led by Allan 
McIver, may have abused the crowd by presenting six pieces 
to begin. And if McIver's music was covered, it's a bit of his 
fault. 

  



 
 

←La Patrie, Montreal, November 20 1944, pg. 6 (part 2) 
 

The youngsters first heard "Swinging On A Star", 
"Embraceable You" "If You Are But A Dream", "What A 
Difference A Day Makes", "Old Man River" and in the 
second part of the program, Frank Sinatra sang "Night and 
Day", "I Walk Alone", "Kiss Me Again", "The Song Is You", 
"I Love You, Dear", "Do not Blame Me", and "The Lullaby", 
a lullaby dedicated to his two young children. 

 
          Young people who demanded at the end of a Bing Crosby 

song, attracted an intelligent response because Frank 
Sinatra said: "If Crosby was here, you would have a good 
singer, and I too would like his presence". Sinatra seems 
to esteem Crosby and in his humorous song "Do not Blame 
Me", he admits he cannot compare himself to him. 

   
To summarize, let's say that the McIver orchestra, without 
the presence of teenage girls who were playing shouting 
loudest, could have been tasted. Having misunderstood 
the music given, I can hardly talk about it. As for Frankie, 
the star of the evening, he is quite friendly and his 
baritone voice is pleasant to hear; its way of giving certain 
sounds to some notes of the high or low register is quite 
personal and has no resemblance to other crooners. The 
evening brings him $ 10,000; and as in the song, "who 
pays my taxes"? 

 
   Frank Sinatra recalled having already sung at the Forum, 

three or four years ago, at a concert for the benefit of the   
Red Cross. 

 
    Michel Normandin was a master of ceremonies. 

  There was no fainting or hysterical crisis last night. Only a 
pretty pronounced craze ... and some shouting. There was 
no need for the help of two St. John Ambulance officers 
who were present. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑Montreal Gazette November 20, 1944, pg. 13  
  



 
The following story broke shortly after Sinatra’s concert at the Forum.  It centers around five girls who ran 
away from their New York homes to try and attend the Montreal performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↑The Brooklyn Daily Eagle (Brooklyn, New York),  
December 11th, 1944, Page 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑Daily News (New York), 
December 11th, 1944, Page 97 

 
 

 
 ← The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) 
 December 13, 1944, Page 11 

  



 
 

    ← The Gazette  
    (Montreal, Quebec) 
    December 14, 1944, Page 7 
 

 
The Ottawa Citizen → 
(Ottawa, Ontario) 
December 14, 1944,  
Page 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The San Francisco Examiner → 
December 14, 1944, Page 8 

 
  



The following image and description captures the missing girls on their return home to New York. 
 
 

  



 

The U.S.O. Tour 

Newfoundland 

May/June 1945 

 

A current map of Newfoundland. 

The 1945 USO Tour made stops at Harmon Field Air Base in Stephenville, Camp Gilbert in Gander, Fort 
McAndrew (close to the location for the current Bristol Field Airport) in Argentia, Fort Pepperrell in St. 
John's, and Canadian Air Base Torbay.  

  



Carl Rasmussen, Sinatra aficionado and researcher, has done an excellent job of tracking the 1945 USO tour.  
After V-E Day (Victory in Europe Day) May 8th 1945, Sinatra embarked on a USO (United Service 
Organizations) tour. The group that went on the tour included Frank Sinatra, Phil Silvers, Betty Yeaton, Fay 
McKenzie, and composer and pianist Saul Chaplin. 

It is very difficult to pinpoint exact dates for the USO shows this group performed in Newfoundland.  
Without a published itinerary, I have had to cobble together a possible itinerary based on newspaper 
articles published around that time or articles that may have been published a few years after the tour.  
Here is what I suspect is a rough timeframe of shows and bases in 1945 where the group performed: 

• May 30th-31st, 1945 Harmon Field Air Base, Stephenville  
• June 1st-2nd, 1945  Camp Gilbert, Gander 
• June 3rd-6th, 1945 Fort McAndrew, Argentia 
• June 7th, 1945, Fort Pepperrell, Pleasantville (near St. John's) 
• June 9th, 1945, Canadian Air Base Torbay 

There are two consecutive photos below of  Sinatra, Silvers, and Chaplin photographed outside a restaurant 
in New York City as young bobby-soxers swarm around their convertible, 29 May 1945. 

(photos courtesy of Carl Rasmussen) 

This would suggest that the group either flew off to Newfoundland on either May 29th or May 30th, 1945.  
The articles and photos on the ensuing pages are presented as they support the chronological order of the 
itinerary above. 

  



The following article from Photoplay, October 1945 explains why the tour performed as many shows 
as they did in Newfoundland: 

 

←Photoplay, October, 1945, pg. 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The article states that “Sinatra and company stayed on in Newfoundland for two whole weeks.”  This might 
have been a slight exaggeration as I have only been able track their movement for the eleven days from 
May 30th to June 9th, 1945.   

  



HARMON FIELD AIR BASE, STEPHENVILLE, NL 
MAY 30TH, 1945  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

←The Akron Beacon Journal  
(Akron, Ohio)  
June 10, 1945 · Page 26 
 
This article mentions Sinatra and his group 
were “introduced to the overseas G.I. on 
Memorial day.”  Memorial Day in 1945 was 
on May 30.  Although the article maintains 
that after four shows the group headed for 
the Mediterranean area, it is more likely 
they flew to other bases in Newfoundland.   
 
This first review is of the shows performed 
at the Harmon Field Air Base in 
Stephenville.  The article also suggests four 
shows were performed during the group’s 
time in Stephenville.  It is possible there 
were shows on May 30th and May 31st and 
possibly shows on June 1st before leaving 
for Camp Gilbert in Gander. 
 
Sinatra and company not only performed 
shows on the base but helped to open the 
base radio station VOHF.  The articles on 
the next two pages come from 
“Harmoneer”, a magazine published by 
North Atlantic Division Air Transport 
Command, Harmon Field Air Base in 
Stephenville.  This issue is Volume 1, 
Number 2, August 1945 and the pages 
reprinted here are from pages 4 and 14.  
 



  



 



Continuation of article from “Harmoneer”, Volume 1, 
Number 2, August 1945, page fourteen. 

←“Harmoneer”, Volume 1, Number 2,  
August 1945, page 30. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Harmoneer”, Volume 1, Number 2, 
 August 1945, page 18→ 

 

The “Harmoneer” created a fictional character for a 
series of jovial letters home regarding life on the base.  Corporal Merryweather K. Dinkle, ASN 39648113, is 
described as “a stalwart if somewhat hypothetical warrior stationed at Harmon field.”  I reprint this comic 
letter because it helps to establish that Sinatra was in Stephenville near the end of May, beginning of June 
1945. 

  



On the next few pages are some very nice reprints of the photos that appeared in the Harmoneer magazine.  
I want to thank Carl Rasmussen who supplied these from his research on the 1945 USO Tour.  



  



CAMP GILBERT, GANDER, NL 
JUNE 1ST-2ND, 1945  

 
The next stop on the USO Tour in Newfoundland was at Camp Gilbert, Gander.  The only newspaper 
article I could find that mentioned the stop was from the article below. 
 
 

 ←The Gazette and Daily (York, Pennsylvania)  
Thursday, June 7, 1945 · Pg. 26 

 
The article mentions that Sinatra and Phil 
Silvers appeared on a broadcast over VORG 
out of Gander on the Monday night.  The 

article having been published on June 7th would have meant the VORG performance would have 
been on June 4th.  This is not possible because the group was at Fort McAndrew on June 4th.  Luckily, 
an unofficial newspaper does survive from that timeframe that mentions the arrival of the group on 
June 1st, performances at Camp Gilbert on June 1st and 2nd and documents the VORG broadcast as 
possibly occurring on June 1st, a Friday.  This comes from The Prop of APO 865 from June 1st, 1945, a 
newsletter published daily, except Sundays, on the base in Gander.  Three articles mention both the 
USO shows on June 1st and 2nd and the VORG broadcast.  The newsletters appear over the next three 
pages. 
 
USO CAMP SHOW featuring Frank Sinatra and Phil Silvers today at 9 pm for military personnel and 
guests only.  On Saturday there will be shows at 2 and 9 to which everyone on the base is invited. 
 
AT THE RED CROSS TONIGHT 
  If present plans materialize THE VOICE (Mr. Sinatra to you) will appear on the regular LAUGHTIME 
broadcast which emanates from the Red Cross Rec Hall each Friday night at 7:30.  It is broadcast over 
VORG.  Everyone is always welcome at these broadcasts. 
 
CELEBRITY ARRIVES 
  This morning we tore away from the typewriter for a few minutes to go over and see P&T in 
operation when 'personalities' appear.  There was not a small crowd around to see what could be 
seen. 
  Piling out of the plane were several GIs back from furlough, we gathered, a couple of nurses from 
our hospital, two young girls who we understand will sing and dance tonight on our stage, Sinatra, 
looking tan and fit and chewing gum madly, and the big broad Harold Lloyd smile of Phil Silvers.  
Everyone seemed in the best of spirits and we can predict a lively show tonight. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
↑The Prop of APO 865 from June 1st, 1945. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

↑The Prop of APO 865 from June 4th, 1945. 
 

Other than the illustration of the USO Group, there was no reference to the group in the rest of the edition. 
 



 

The autograph below was acquired by Gloria Lindsay (née Durham) who was a Morse code radio operator 

stationed at Camp Gilbert, Gander from 1944-1946. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  http://bobsganderhistory.com/mog.html 

 

"I was twice in the U.S. reception hall.  Once with an English dance instructor who was an officer in the RAF 

and wanted a partner for New Years’ Eve.  It was a delightful evening; we danced the whole night – latin 

dances, waltzes, foxtrots, jive - and he was pleased that I could follow his lead.  The 2nd visit was with an 

RCAF airman.  He had worked as a cartoon artist in Hollywood but joined the RCAF to help with the war 

effort in 1939.  He knew of a visit by Frank Sinatra, Phil Silvers and Saul Chaplin, who were on tour. He 

introduced me to them and they gave me an autograph.   

  

http://bobsganderhistory.com/mog.html


FORT MCANDREW, ARGENTIA 
JUNE 3RD-6TH, 1945  

 

 
←The News Journal (Wilmington, 
Delaware), June 25th, 1945, Page 6. 

 
The only reference that I could find 
published in 1945 regarding the stop at 
Fort McAndrew is this article from The 
News Journal from Wilmington, Delaware.  
It mentions that the group arrived on the 
Sunday which would have been June 3rd, 
1945 and left on the Wednesday June 6th.  
The article also mentions that there were 
five shows on the base.  There were “three 
performances at the Post Theatre and two 
at the Navy North Rec Hall.” 

 
Arriving on the Sunday follows with the 
last reference of the tour at Camp Gilbert 
in Gander on Saturday June 2nd. 

 
In 1998, on the occasion of Sinatra’s death, 
the article below was published in The 
Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown, PA.        A 
woman serving with the Red Cross at Fort 
McAndrew recalls Sinatra’s visit.  She 
remembers the visit being near the 
beginning of World War II but that would 
have been too early in his career.  The 
1945 tour date was probably more correct. 

 
↓The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown, Pa., May 17, 1998, Page A6 



The following photo comes from the Maritime History Archive Public Photo Catalogue.  The caption for the 
photo was "USO Troop with Phil Silvers and Frank Sinatra visit Argentia".  Argentia was the location of Fort 
McAndrew in Newfoundland. 

Source:  https://www.mun.ca/mha/pviewphoto.php?Record_ID=9794&pagev=1. 

  

https://www.mun.ca/mha/pviewphoto.php?Record_ID=9794&pagev=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  “A Friendly Invasion II:  A Personal Touch” by John N. Cardoulis 

The caption for this image was “Performance by Frank Sinatra at Buckmaster’s Field, St. John’s in 1945—
Chris Andrews, far right on stage, was the MC for the event.  The Argentia CB Band played that night. 

 

  



FORT PEPPERRELL, PLEASANTVILLE 
JUNE 7TH, 1945,  

 
The following letter and accompanying photos appeared on an online auction site.  The letter, dated 
June 9th, places Sinatra and the group at Fort Pepperell, St. John’s, Newfoundland on June 7th, 1945.  
It is not clear from the letter how many shows may have been performed at Fort Pepperell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑”On behalf of the members of the Sergeants Club of Fort Pepperell, Newfoundland, I wish to 
take this opportunity to express our appreciation and sincerest thanks for your honored visit to our 
party 7 June 1945.  The overwhelming success of this affair can be attributed to no one but you and 
your troupe. 
 It is also an honor for me to offer to you Mr. Sinatra, and you Mr. Silvers, “Honorary 
Memberships” to the Sergeants Club.  You have won a place among us by being “one of us.” 
 Wishing you and yours a most successful trip—God speed you in your work.” 



 
 
←These were the complete 
group of photos that were 
included with the letter that 
was auctioned off. 
  



 
ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE STATION TORBAY 

JUNE 9TH, 1945, 
 

The following is an excerpt from the Daily Diary of the 42 Radio Unit - Cape Spear, Newfoundland, 
April 1, 1945 to July 3, 1945.  The entry for June 7th, 1945 mentions receiving "12 ticket from RCAF 
Station Torbay for personnel at this Unit to attend a USO show at Torbay this evening featuring 
Frank Sinatra".  This is the only reference I have found regarding the Torbay performance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source:  National Archive of Canada 



 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS FROM THE  
1945 USO TOUR STOPS IN NEWFOUNDLAND 

 

The following photo was included in Carl Rasmussen’s research on the 1945 USO Tour.  Although Carl 
maintains the photos were taken in Newfoundland, I have been unable to ascertain the exact locations or 
dates. 

 

  



 
The following picture and article appeared in the Atlantic Guardian, Vol. 06, No. 02, February 1949.  
It is a photo of a group of soldiers with Sinatra and Phil Silvers but it does identify the base in 
Newfoundland or the date.  The date of April 1945 is obviously incorrect but the location of Signal 
Hill suggests Fort Pepperrell.  According to the information regarding Fort Pepperrell on the website 
for Heritage Newfoundland & Labrador, https://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/politics/pepperrell-
base.php, “1,000 troops were stationed at Signal Hill to operate four anti-aircraft guns and maintain 
a 24-hour surveillance of the area”. 
 
Atlantic Guardian, Vol. 06, No. 02,  
February 1949, Pg. 6↓ 

Atlantic Guardian, Vol. 06, No. 02,  
February 1949, Pg. 9↓ 

https://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/politics/pepperrell-base.php
https://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/politics/pepperrell-base.php


The following three photos of Sinatra in Newfoundland were included in Tony Consiglio's book “Sinatra and Me: The 
Very Good Years”.  The exact base or location in Newfoundland is not identified. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

The Auditorium, 

Ottawa, Ontario 

July 6, 1949 

 
(The Auditorium, Ottawa, Ontario, Circa 1950) 

July 6, 1949 would be only one of two performances that Sinatra would ever perform in Ottawa, Canada’s 
capital.  He would next perform in Ottawa in 1982.  In 1949 Sinatra embarked on a short Canadian tour 
along with the Page Cavanaugh Trio & comedian Timmie Rogers. Sinatra performed a 4:00 PM rehearsal 
with a twelve piece orchestra plus Page's trio. Requests were made ahead of time for song selections.  
Among the songs confirmed to be on the program were “Soliloquy”, “Old Man River”, “Again”, “Some 
Enchanted Evening“, “Nancy”,, “Bali Hai“, “Wrap Your Troubles In Dreams“, “Don't Worry About Me”, “A 
Foggy Day In London”, “Embraceable You”, “Old Black Magic”, “Fools Rush In”, “Night And Day”, and “Old 
Black Magic.” 



  



←The Ottawa Journal (Ottawa, Ontario)   

June 18, 1949, Page 13 
 
 
The two earliest references announcing Sinatra’s appearance are the one to the left from the Ottawa 
Journal and the one below from the Ottawa Citizen.  Both advertisements appeared on the same date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

←The Ottawa Citizen 
(Ottawa, Ontario) 

 June 18, 1949, Page 29 
 
.  These two styles of 

advertisements would be 
repeated several times in 
both papers leading up to 
the date of the concert. 

 
  



←The Ottawa Citizen (Ottawa, Ontario) 
 June 21, 1949, Page 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ottawa Journal (Ottawa, Ontario) → 
June 21, 1949, Page 29 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Ottawa Journal (Ottawa, Ontario) June 23, 1949, Page 38 
 

Two very similar advertisements appearing only two days apart in two different newspapers. 
 

↓The Ottawa Citizen (Ottawa, Ontario) June 25, 1949, Page 34 
  



 

←The Ottawa Journal (Ottawa, Ontario) 
 June 25, 1949, Page 47 
 
This is the first article that fully mentions Sinatra’s appearance in 
Ottawa.  It appeared a full week after advertisements for the show 
first started appearing in Ottawa newspapers on June 18, 1949.  
This article in the Ottawa Journal appeared three days before the 
first article in the Ottawa Citizen on June 28th, 1949. 

 
The Ottawa Citizen (Ottawa, Ontario)  

↓June 28, 1949, Page 35 
  



 ←The Ottawa Journal  
(Ottawa, Ontario) 

 June 29, 1949, Page 42 
 
 

America’s No. 1 Singer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ottawa Citizen → 
(Ottawa, Ontario)  
June 30, 1949, Page 16 
 
 
America’s Favorite 
Singer 

  



←The Ottawa Journal  
(Ottawa, Ontario) 
 July 4, 1949, Page 24 
 
 

 
The Ottawa Citizen → 
(Ottawa, Ontario)  
July 4, 1949, Page 22 

 
 

  



←The Ottawa Journal (Ottawa, 
Ontario), July 5, 1949, Page 31 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

←The Ottawa Journal  
(Ottawa, Ontario) 
July 5, 1949, Page 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ottawa Citizen → 
(Ottawa, Ontario) 
July 5, 1949, Page 15 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Ottawa Journal, (Ottawa, Ontario), July 5, 1949, Page 31 
  



 
 
 
 
←The Ottawa Citizen  
(Ottawa, Ontario) 
July 7, 1949, Page 19↓ 
  



 
 
 

←The Ottawa Journal,  
(Ottawa, Ontario),  
July 7, 1949, Page 3 

  



 
        ←The Ottawa Journal, 

(Ottawa, Ontario),  
               July 7, 1949, Page 3 
  



←The News Journal  
(Wilmington-New Castle, Delaware), 
July 7, 1949, Page 36 
 
Sinatra’s appearance in Ottawa also 
made the sports pages in two 
newspapers following his July 6th, 
1949 appearance. 
 
 
 

←The Ottawa Citizen (Ottawa, Ontario) ↑ 
 July 9, Page 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
←The Glengarry News, 
Alexandria, Ontario 
August 5th, 1949, pg. 2 
 
 
This article appeared not only in The 
Glengarry News On August 5th, 1949 but 
also a cropped version was published in 
the Toronto Daily Star, July 12, 1949. 
 
It is not clear where the photo was taken 
but The Glengarry News tag mentions the 
Canadian CARE location in Ottawa.  It is 
not inconceivable that Sinatra might have 
made a stop at the Ottawa offices during 
his time there. 
 

 

Toronto Daily Star, July 12, 1949, pg. 19.↓  



 

Hamilton Armouries, 

Hamilton, Ontario 

July 7, 1949 

(Cancelled) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The poster for this concert has circulated on the internet for a few years and an alleged copy of the poster 
was sold through Heritage Auctions.  Although the poster is alleged to be authentic, I have checked 
numerous newspapers from the Hamilton region as well as other newspapers from other Ontario cities as 
well as those in the United States and can find no mention of an announcement for the concert in Hamilton 
in 1949.  Sinatra would make his only appearance in Hamilton in 1993 and it would be the last Canadian 
concert he would perform. 



 

Montreal, Quebec 

July 9, 1949 

(Cancelled) 
 

 

 

 

A listing exists among Sinatra fans for Montreal, Quebec as being a possible stop during Sinatra’s 1949 short 
Canadian tour.  It is not known what venue in Montreal was being considered but only that the concert was 
cancelled and Sinatra appeared in Toronto on this date.  The venue might have been the Forum where 
Sinatra played with Dorsey in 1942, solo in 1944, and would next play in 1975. 

  



 

Mutual Street Arena,  

Toronto, Ontario, 

July 8 & 9, 1949 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mutal Street Arena in the 1940s.   

 

This would be Sinatra’s first solo appearance in Toronto.  The two previous appearances were with Tommy 
Dorsey in 1940 and 1941 at the Canadian National Exhibition.  Mutual Street Arena, initially called Arena 
Gardens or just the Arena, was an ice hockey arena and sports and entertainment venue in Toronto.  The 
Arena was also used for musical concerts and gathers. In 1962, it was converted to a curling club and roller 
skating rink known as The Terrace. The building was eventually demolished in 1989. 

  



 

←The Globe and Mail, May 21, 1949, pg. 10 

 

This was the first announcement regarding 
Sinatra’s two appearances at the Mutual Street 
Arena.  The announcement for the Toronto 
concerts appeared in Toronto newspapers three 
weeks prior to announcements in Ottawa 
newspapers on June 18th for the July 6th concert 
in Ottawa. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Globe and Mail, May 23, 1949, pg. 15→ 

  



 
←The Globe and Mail, 
Toronto, Ontario  
 June 10, 1949, pg. 13 
 
 
 

↑The Globe and Mail, 
Toronto, Ontario 

June 11, 1949, Pg. 13 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Globe and Mail,  
Toronto, Ontario, 

 June 18, 1949, Pg. 10 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Globe and Mail, 
Toronto, Ontario, 

June 25, 1949, Pg. 4 
  



←The Globe and Mail,  
Toronto, Ontario 
June 29, 1949, pg. 8  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Globe and Mail,  
Toronto, Ontario 
July 8, 1949, pg. 28↓ 

  



 
 
 
 
 

↑The Globe and Mail, Toronto, Ontario, July 8, 1949, Pg. 1 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Globe and Mail, Toronto, Ontario, July 8, 1949, Pg. 4 
  



 
          ←The Toronto Daily Star,  

  Toronto, Ontario, 
  July 9, 1949, Pg. 24 

 
   Frank "The Voice" Sinatra certainly gave  
his fans who jammed Mutual Street arena  
last night what they wanted.  The bandstand from which he sang was at 
the south end and the dance floor was packed solid around it for yards, 
while the sidelines were packed to the rafters. 
   With that perennially boyish face small but honeyed voice, and 
gestures alternating between the anguishing and dramatic, he sang all 
the crowd's favorites for an hour.  The real show came after the show, 
sounds kind of Irish, when five burly policemen drove a flying wedge 
through the hysterical stage-door crowds and politely but firmly 
deposited their charge in a standing taxicab.    
  Gets Last Laugh    
   When Frankie first appeared on stage there was such an outburst of 
applause and screaming, mostly treble, we felt the roof would come 
crashing down any moment.  But whether you like "The Bowtie" or not 
he's a showman with a keen ??? for handling near riots ????????? 
emotions ? ?????? singing generated, he frequently resorted to some 
ad-lib wisecracking which had the crowd roaring 
     At one point between numbers some male voice high in the west 
sideline shouted out "Oh, Frankie" in piercing falsetto.  This brought 
forth laughter.  But Sinatra instantly turned the laugh on the scoffer by 
quipping "That fellow must have found the seat that was broken."  This 
caused loud applause mingled with rapturous feminine screams of "Oh, 
Frankie!"   

       Blonde Faints 
   At another point when he was singing his longest offering, "Soliloquy" 
from "Carousel” filled with impassioned song and patter lines, a young 
man was seen carrying his blonde partner out from the crowd on the 
floor.  Thinking we might find a victim of this "swoon-crooning" power, 
we followed.  When the lady was brought around we asked anxiously:  
"Did Franke know you out?"  "No." was the replay, "it was just the 
heat!" 
     When we got back the show had ended so we made for the stage 
door--and so did a few hundred others!  Suddenly it flew open, and out 
dashed the convoy of cops, literally carrying Frankie through the mob.  
At one point, a girl grabbed his arm and was borne along with the 
constabulary spearhead. 
     "That was a rough assignment," panted PS Charles Bond, officer in 
charge, afterward wiping the inside of his cap with his handkerchief! 

 
 
 
 
 



                            ←The Globe and Mail, 
                     Toronto, Ontario  
                            July 9, 1949, pg. 4 
 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

↑The Globe and Mail, Jul 12, 1949, pg. 14 

 
  



 
 

Chez Paree,  

Montreal, Quebec 

February 6th - 15th, 1953 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The staff at Chez Paree, a popular Montreal nightclub, in 1951 
 
 
Sinatra appeared with the Bob Harrington Orchestra.  Historian Ed O'Brien reports “that Harry Ship, 
nightclub owner and booking agent, offered Frank Sinatra a $15,000 advance if he would play the Chez 
Paree for a week. Frank opened on a Friday and did shows at 8:30, 11:30, and 1:30. He did the same on 
Saturday evening and repeated that schedule the following weekend. Sunday through Thursday the shows 
were at 9 and 1.  The cover charge Monday through Friday was $1.50 and $2.00 on Saturday and Sunday.”  
Ava Gardner was in attendance.  Some of the reviews were not kind. 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Gazette, (Montreal, Quebec), December 15, 1952, Page 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Gazette, (Montreal, Quebec), December 30, 1952, Page 4 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                      
 
                                                                  ←Le Petit Journal, Montreal, Quebec,   

January 4, 1953, Pg. 70. 
 

 
Frankie Boy, at "Chez Paree" in February 
 
      The reopening of Chez Paree will take place on January 8 and Gerry 
Taylor has promised that a high quality show will be on the bill. The star 
will be Sammy Davis Jr. The latter ranks first among cabaret artists, and 
as American stars are often judged by 
the awards they receive, Sammy Davis 
Jr. earns over $3,000 a week. 
       Sammy Davis’  son will be 
accompanied by the Will Mastin trio 
       At the Black Magic Hall, which is 
adjacent to Chez Paree, we can hear 
and see since Thursday night the 
popular Negro Delta Rhythm Boys 
quartet. These artists present a varied 
turn of song, remarkable for its 
precision, its spirit, its spontaneity. 
Each of the members of this quartet 
has been carefully selected; they have 
well-spoken and well-cultivated 
voices, which are enamelled in a 
harmonious way. The Delta Rhythm 
Boys have, in their turn, introduced 
"spirituals", American songs to 
success, pieces of folklore and French 
songs. Their interpretation of "Three 
times thank you" merits thunderous 
applause. 
     Gerry Taylor has announced that 
Frank Sinatra will be the star of the 
show that will take the position of 
February 6.     ↑The Gazette  

(Montreal, Quebec), 
 January 16, 1953, Pg. 13 



      

        ←Le Petit Journal,  
Montreal, Quebec,                   

 January 4, 1953, Pg. 71. 
 
 Ava? Is it okay? 
 

  Ava Gardner whose demos with 
Frankie Boy are currently 
defending the Hollywood 
chronicle, nonetheless remains 
serene when posing with the 
photographer. Here she is, as will 
be seen in “Vaquero”, which she is 
about to finish beside. R. Taylor. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), January 15, 1953, Pg. 4 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), January 22, 1953, Pg. 4 

  



 

 

           ←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec),  
              January 31, 1953, Pg. 19 
 
           The first newspaper ad/poster for          
          Sinatra’s engagement at Chez Paree.   
             It’s not very appealing as a teaser  
              poster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), February 3, 1953, Pg. 4 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), February 4, 1953, Pg. 4 
 

 
 

         ←Photo Journal,  
(Montreal, Quebec),  

      February 5, 1953, Pg. 44 
 
 

Frank Sinatra will be featured at 
Chez Paree's cafe, starting Friday 
night, February 6th. This is the first 
time that Frankie comes to sing in 
a club of the metropolis. 

  



 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), February 6, 1953, Pg. 15 
 

This was a poster advertisement more fitting for Sinatra’s appearance at the Chez Paree! 
  



 
 

        ←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), 
 February 7, 1953, Pg. 23 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
↑Le Petit Journal, Montreal, Quebec,                         

February 8, 1953, Pg. 78. 
 

Frank Sinatra is once again popular and his 
admirers claim it everywhere. He electrified the 
crowd in Boston and sings in Montreal for ten days 
before being invited to Milton Berle's television 
program. He will be in Hollywood in March, to 
begin, in From Here To Eternity a role he has been 
dreaming of for a long time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
↑Le Petit Journal, Montreal, Quebec, 

February 8, 1953, Pg. 81. 
 
Frank Sinatra, currently at Chez Paree,  
will be one of the stars of the big movie  
that Columbia Studios is about to shoot, 
titled "From Here to Eternity" 

  



 
 
 
←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec),  
February 10, 1953, Pg. 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), → 

February 11, 1953, Pg. 14 
 

This is the best review of Sinatra’s 
performance at the Chez Paree that I 
could find.  The rest would focus on 
his behavior on stage and off while in 
Montreal.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

←Photo Journal, (Montreal, Quebec),  
February 19, 1953, Pg. 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SOUNDS 
of the city 

 
Frank Sinatra and the musicians of the cabaret orchestra where he performs (CHEZ PAREE)  
will not keep a good memory of each other. Last Monday, in the middle of his song, Ava  
Gardner's husband began to freak out the members of the orchestra and even call them "reds". 

  



 
←Samedi-Dimanche, Montreal, Quebec), 
February 21, 1953, pg. 27 
 
A young woman exclaims: 
 
"SINATRA? A POOR HUSBAND  
FOR AVA GARDNER!" 
 
   Sinatra, the crooner who had long been 
pampering women, now seems to lose much of 
his prestige and popularity. In Montreal, at least. 
   His repeated anger ended up falling on the 
nerves of the Montrealers who no longer look at 
him with this admiring eye, who no longer listen 
to him with these sighs to the bobby-soxer. 
   Because Sinatra wanted it! 
   One night, he stopped singing during his 
number and vociferated against members of 
Chez Paree's Bob Harrington orchestra. The 
musicians will never forgive this affront. Another 
night, he called for the help of the police to get 
out of his box to contain the "crowds" that 
crowded outside. Only five people were waiting 
for him. 
   A lunch that he had at the hotel Windsor, the 
waiter served him a filet mignon that the 
husband of Ava Gardener did not judge right. He 
got up and went to the kitchen to tell the chef 
what he though. 
   Another day, while the other members of the 
Chez Paree show were doing their number he 
declared that these artists did not give a show 
worthy of "a Sinatra evening" and menaced not 
to sing. 
   He made his little American Charles Trenet, 
what! 
   But a Charles Trenet in a lot less good. A 
Charles Trenet without genius, no wonder.  
   This is Sinatra's long-standing commitment to 
Montreal, and it will be a long time before a 
cabaret re-engages it. At the end of Chez Paree, 

a girl exclaimed: 
   "Sinatra, Pooh ... it's a very poor husband for a woman, and I understand Ava Gardner to want to give him 
up!" 
We know that the American crooner married the beautiful actress about a year ago, and that the household 
quarrels kept them separate for several months. Miss Gardner, because she likes to be called "Miss 
Gardner", is currently filming "Vaquero". 
 



 
 
 
And one last story after the Chez Paree engagement was over: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), February 21, 1953, Pg. 24 
  



Posted online at auction site was the original contract for Sinatra’s appearance at the Chez Paree, dated 
December 11th, 1952: 
  



 
 
The details of on the contract stated: 
 
The Operator hereby engages the Artist, and the Artist hereby accepts said engagement to 
present his act as a PRINCIPAL, consisting of ONE persons at the CHEZ PAREE in the City of 
MONTREAL, CANADA for a period of TEN consecutive days, SEVEN days weekly.  TWO shows 
daily commencing on February 6th, 1953, for which the Operator agrees to pay the Artists, 
and the Artist agrees to accept, as full payment, the sum of SEVEN THOUSAND TWO 
HUNDRED FIFTY - Dollars ($7,250.00 weekly payable immediately preceding the first 
performance on the concluding night of each week's engagement hereunder.  
 
 
Here is a close-up picture of Sinatra’s signature at the bottom of the contract: 
 

  



 
 
There was also a further memo to Sinatra from the Chez Paree agreeing to additional $2500 plus living 
expenses in the amount of $1,078. 
 

 
Dear Mr. Sinatra, 
 
Reference is hereby made to the contract between us dated December 11, 1951 for your engagement at the 
CHEZ PAREE, MONTREAL CANADA for a period of ten (10) days commencing February 6, 1953. 
 
In addition to the compensation set forth in the above-mentioned contract, we hereby agree to pay you the 
additional sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($2500.) per week plus ONE THOUSAND 
SEVENTY-EIGHT DOLLARS ($1078.) for the three (3) days representing the living and miscellaneous expenses 
incurred by you during your said engagement at the CHEZ PAREE, MONTREAL. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
CHEZ PAREE, MONTREAL 
  



 
 
 
There was an additional memo sent to the William Morris Agency regarding the executed copy of the 
contract and agreement and further stating that Sinatra would need the contract to cross the border into 
Canada. 

  



 
The Stampede Corral 

Calgary, Alberta 

June 8, 1957 

(Cancelled) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Stampede Corral in Calgary, Alberta, Circa 1954 
 

Frank Sinatra began a tour of the Pacific Northwest in June of 1957 to pay off Lee Gordon who arranged 
Sinatra's ill-fated 1957 Australia tour. Booked for mid-February 1957 in Australia, Sinatra abruptly cancelled 
just two days before the scheduled opening night. Lee Gordon took a heavy loss because of the cancellation, 
so Gordon sued, but in an out-of-court settlement, Sinatra agreed to perform a series of concerts to 
compensate Gordon.  The shows were performed on weekends in June during the filming of “Pal Joey.”  
There were two stops on each Saturday and Sunday with matinees in the afternoon in one city and evening 
performances in another city.  The tour began June 1st and ended June 16th with stops in Albuquerque, 
Denver, El Paso, Phoenix, Calgary, Vancouver, Portland, Seattle, San Jose, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, and 
Sacramento.  The Calgary date would be cancelled and two shows held instead in Vancouver on June 8th.  
Sinatra would not return to Calgary until 1991. 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

←Calgary Herald (Calgary, Alberta) 
May 28, 1957, Page 20 
 
  
The first article announcing Sinatra’s 
afternoon show in Calgary.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Calgary Herald, Calgary Alberta, June 1, 1957, pg. 37 
 

This same advertisement would appear in the Calgary Herald June 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 5th.  There was no paper 
on the Sunday June 2nd.  The advertisement would eventually be replaced with the one on the following 
page which appeared June 6th, 1957. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Calgary Herald, Calgary Alberta, June 6, 1957, pg. 41 
  



 
The Calgary Herald,  
(Calgary Alberta) → 
June 6, 1957, pg. 26 

 
 
 
The same day the new poster advertisement 
appeared minus Sinatra, the notice to the  
right explained the reason for the  
cancellation.  For years it was believed that  
the concert was cancelled due to poor ticket 
sales.  This story seems to refute that notion  
and even notes that 2,000 advance seats  
had been sold for the show. 
 
The article below, from the Vancouver Sun, the day previous, 
June 5th, 1957 backs up the same claim that the concert was 
cancelled due to issues related to Sinatra’s plane and air  
regulations.  Note that the Calgary Herald did not announce  
the cancellation until a day after it was announced in the  
Vancouver Sun. 

 
 
←The Vancouver Sun  
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 
 June 5, 1957, Page 25 
  



 
This notice from the Calgary Herald on June 1, 1957 was laying odds that Sonny James and Gene Vincent 
would outdraw Sinatra on June 8th.   

 
 

←The Calgary Herald,  
(Calgary, Alberta) 
June 1, 1957, pg. 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

←The Calgary Herald, (Calgary, Alberta ) 
June 10, 1957, pg. 18 
 
4,500 were in attendance for Sonny James 
and Gene Vincent on June 8th.  Sinatra’s 
advance ticket sales before the cancellation 
were only 2,000.  Compare that to his 
Vancouver show where some reports state 
that there may have been as many as 3,500 in 
attendance at Sinatra’s matinee performance 
and 6,400 at his evening show. 
  



 
 
 

The Vancouver Forum 

Vancouver, British Columbia 

June 8, 1957 

2 Shows:  3 pm & 8:45 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vancouver Forum 
 

The Vancouver 1957 date represents one of the most iconic concerts, of the two, that Sinatra performed in 
Canada.  Due to a bootleg recording that exists of the matinee concert, it has become a favorite among 
Sinatra fans.  He is in good form and seems to be having a wonderful time.  The addition of the matinee 
show was a result of the cancellation of the Calgary matinee for that date.  This was Sinatra’s first trip back 
to Vancouver since appearing at the Orpheum in 1935 as a member of the Hoboken Four.  Sinatra would not 
return again to perform in Vancouver until 1976. 
  



 
 

←The Province  
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 

 · May 24, 1957, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vancouver Sun → 
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 

May 24, 1957, Page 1 
  



 
 

←The Province  
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 

  May 25, 1957, Page 13 
 

Of course, the article mentions that “Frank 
Sinatra comes to Vancouver for the first time.”  
The Province obviously missed the fact that he 
had been there in 1935 with the Major Bowes 
touring show at the Orpheum.  Oddly, the 1957 
concert at the Forum would often be mislabeled 
as having been at the Orpheum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vancouver Sun→ 
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 

May 25, 1957, Page 30 
  



 
 

←The Vancouver Sun 
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 
May 25, 1957, Page 25 

 
 

The Vancouver Sun explains why Sinatra 
ended up in Vancouver on the current tour.  
Although they mention Sinatra’s 
appearance with the Hoboken Four as the 
only other time he had appeared in 
Vancouver, their date of 1936 was off by a 
year.  Sinatra, as mentioned, performed in 
the Major Bowes tour in Vancouver in 1935. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

↑The Vancouver Sun, (Vancouver, British Columbia), May 27, 1957, Page 27 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
↑The Vancouver Sun, (Vancouver, British Columbia),  

May 28, 1957, Page 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Vancouver Sun, (Vancouver, British Columbia), May 28, 1957, Page 23 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

↑The Vancouver Sun, (Vancouver, British Columbia), May 30, 1957, Page 29 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ←The Vancouver Sun,  
  (Vancouver, British Columbia)  
  June 1, 1957, Page 10 

  



0 
←The Province  
(Vancouver, British Columbia) 
June 5, 1957, Page 11 

 
This article in The Province appeared on June 5th, 1957, 
announcing the cancellation of the Calgary matinee in favor of 
Vancouver.  Calgary would learn about it in the Calgary Herald a  
whole day later on June 6th.  This article leads one to believe 
that the Calgary performance was cancelled because the 
demand in Vancouver was so high that only the addition of 
another show on June 8th would solve the problem.  Again, this 
contradicts stories that appeared in Calgary and Vancouver 
newspapers noting Sinatra’s problems with flying into Calgary.  
The advertisement below from The Vancouver Sun on June 6th 
also suggests the special matinee was due to “popular demand.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vancouver Sun→  
  (Vancouver, British Columbia)  

  June 6, 1957, Page 22 
  



 
      ←The Vancouver Sun  
  (Vancouver, British Columbia)  

  June 6, 1957, Page 55 

 

Sinatra was also making news in 
Vancouver about his upcoming 
television series.  It was also nice 
of Jim Gilmore to rub salt in 
Calgary’s wound. 

 
Below two other articles herald 
Sinatra’s appearance the next day 
by noting his extravagance and 
how he will avoid the crowds for 
Air Force Day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Province, (Vancouver, British Columbia)→ 
June 7, 1957, Page 29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
↑The Vancouver Sun, (Vancouver, British Columbia) 

June 7, 1957, Page 21 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Province, (Vancouver, British Columbia), June 7, 1957, Page 48 
 

Eaton’s finds a way to cash in on Sinatra’s appearance in Vancouver. 
  



 
 

←The Province, (Vancouver, British Columbia)→ 
June 8, 1957, Page 22 

 
‘Good tickets’ were still available for the Matinee performance on the 
morning of June 8th and ‘rush seats’ were available for the evening 
performance.  Later in the day, by the time the Vancouver Sun went 
to press, as seen in the article below, the matinee had produced a 
record crowd and the evening concert had already sold 6,200 tickets 
for the near 7,000 seats. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vancouver Sun, (Vancouver, British Columbia) 
June 8, 1957, Page 1↓ 

  



←The Province, ↑ 
June 10, 1957, Page 5 
 
There were no Sunday papers in Vancouver on 
June 9, 1957 so the first reviews appeared on 
June 10th.  Ben Metcalfe’s review was mixed but 
it certainly wasn’t flattering.  Sinatra fans 
objected Metcalfe’s review in letters published a 
week later: 

 
←The Province,  
June 17, 1957 
Page 6 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Vancouver Sun, (Vancouver, British Columbia), June 10, 1957, Page3 
 
The Vancouver Sun ran a much more flattering picture of Sinatra and their review on the next page at least 
attempted to review his performance from two viewpoints. 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Vancouver Sun, (Vancouver, British Columbia), June 10, 1957, Page 3 
 

 



 
Of course there were letters in response to Stanley Bligh’s poor review of Sinatra’s performance.  
Unfortunately the reviews of Bligh’s reviews were split: 

 
←The Vancouver Sun,  
(Vancouver, British Columbia),  
June 13, 1957, Page 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vancouver Sun 
(Vancouver, British Columbia), 

June 17, 1957, Page 4↓ 

 
 
←The Vancouver Sun 
(Vancouver, British Columbia), 
June 19, 1957, Page 4 
  



 
A very nice article regarding Sinatra’s appearance in Vancouver did not even appear in a Vancouver 
publication.  On the next three pages are the excerpts about Sinatra in Vancouver from Music World 
out of Toronto, Ontario published June 22, 1957. 

Music World Magazine, June 22, 1957, Cover 

  



Music World Magazine, June 22, 1957, Page 3 

 



Music World Magazine, June 22, 1957, Page 9 
  



Three other articles ran in Vancouver newspapers in the days and weeks following his appearance in 
that city.  The first talked about how he almost didn’t make the concert and the other two extolled 
Sinatra’s praise for Crown Royal whiskey. 
 

 
 
←The Vancouver Sun 
June 11, 1957, Page 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Vancouver Sun→ 

June 12, 1957, Page 25 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Province, → 
Vancouver, B.C.  

June 17, 1957 Page 6 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Penthouse Nightclub, Vancouver, 1957 
 

A story has been passed around for years that after Sinatra’s evening performance in Vancouver in 1957, 
that he shouted to the audience for everyone to follow him to the Penthouse Nightclub.  In 2012, author 
Aaron Chapman published “Liquor, Lust, and the Law: The Story of Vancouver’s Legendary Penthouse 
Nightclub”.  The following highlight was listed on the website, 
https://thetyee.ca/Books/2012/12/08/Penthouse-Nightclub/: 

 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD: In 1957, at the end of Frank Sinatra’s final encore at his sold-out 
show one night at the Orpheum Theatre, Sinatra announced from the stage, “That’s it 
everybody, see you all at the Penthouse!” The audience rushed out of the Orpheum and down 
Seymour Street where a line quickly overflowed down the block bending over to Granville 
Street. Ross and Mickey Filippone had to sneak him through the back exit, where once inside 
he drank and socialized with club patrons. “I just wish he’d [turned up] on a slow night,” said 
Ross Filippone. “We were already busy that evening.”′ 
 

 
Note:  The above excerpt again perpetuates the error that the 1957 concerts were at the              

Orpheum. 
  

https://thetyee.ca/Books/2012/12/08/Penthouse-Nightclub/


On May 14, 2013, the Vancouver Sun ran the article below as part of their ‘This Day In 
History’ series.  The article looked back on Sinatra’s death on the same day in 1998 and 
included references to his appearances in Vancouver with the Hoboken Four in 1935 and his 
appearance at the Forum in 1957.  This article was the first to correctly identify the November 
8, 1935 date at the Orpheum and references the 1957 appearance at the PNE Gardens which 
is the current day name for the Forum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Vancouver Sun, May 14, 2013, Page 2.↓ 
  



 

On June 8th, 2013, The Vancouver Sun ran another article about Sinatra in their ‘This Day In History’ series.  
This time the article was completely dedicated to Sinatra’s June 8th, 1957 appearance in Vancouver and the 
reviews he received at the time. 

↑The Vancouver Sun, June 8, 2013, Page 2 

 

  



    
   On June 8, 1957, Pickett did two 
Frank Sinatra shows at the PNE 
Forum. The Sinatra file has Frank’s 
itinerary for Vancouver, Portland and 
Seattle, and it is incredibly tight — 
he flew to Portland after his 
Vancouver shows, played an 
afternoon show the next day, then 
flew to Seattle for an evening gig. 
   Frank’s contract stipulates he 
wanted a two-bedroom suite, or a 
one-bedroom suite with an adjoining 
suite for his piano player Hank 
Sanicola. The promoter also was to 
make a 1 a.m. reservation “for 
Sinatra and party of twelve” at an 
Italian restaurant. 
“If he doesn’t show,” says the 
itinerary, “we will pay anyway.” 
   The Sinatra show at the Forum is 
famous among his fans because DJ 
Jack Cullen snuck a tape recorder 
under the stage and surreptitiously 
recorded it. Cullen used to 
broadcast from time to time on his 
Owl Prowl radio show, and Sinatra 
was reportedly so mad about it he 
refused to let Cullen ever interview 
him. (The recording has been 
released in England, mislabeled as 
Frank Sinatra Live at the Orpheum 
Vancouver.) 
   There is a guest list for the Sinatra 
show in the file, and guess what? 
Cullen was on the list. 

←Vancouver Sun, Online Version,  
October 7, 2017 
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/bob-dylan-frank-
sinatra-and-hugh-pickett 
 
An article appeared in the online version of the Vancouver Sun 
on October 7, 2017 dedicated to the archives of entertainment 
promoter Hugh Pickett.  Pickett passed away in 2006 but left 
behind an estate containing may posters, programs, photos, 
and oddities from Pickett’s lifetime as a promoter.  The excerpt 
to the left mentions some of Sinatra’s stipulations for his 
appearance in Vancouver in 1957.  The article also mentions 
Jack Cullen’s bootleg recording of the matinee performance. 
 
Reprinted as well, was a copy of Sinatra’s itinerary for 
Vancouver, Portland and Seattle.  The itinerary is reprinted 
below and enlarged on the next page. 
 

 

 

https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/bob-dylan-frank-sinatra-and-hugh-pickett
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/bob-dylan-frank-sinatra-and-hugh-pickett


 



Bootleg copies of Jack Cullen’s recording of the  Vancouver 1957 matinee performance have been circulating 
among Sinatra collectors for years but releases on vinyl or on CD have been very limited.  In 1980 Sandy 

Hook records released “Frank 
Sinatra, Rare Recordings 1935-
1970”, which included two 
tracks from the Vancouver 
concert, “The Lady Is A Tramp” 
and “Oh Look At Me Now”.  It 
turns out however that the 
two tracks are actually from 
the concert the next day in 
Seattle.  The Seattle 1957 
concert has had an official 
release and comparing these 
two alleged Vancouver tracks 
from the Sandy Hook release 
with the Seattle concert, it is 
clear they are identical. 

  



In 2010, Acrobat Music released on CD, “Frank Sinatra ‘Live’ At The Orpheum Vancouver June 8 1957.”  It 
was the first semi-official release 
of the Vancouver concert on 
compact disc.  The title also 
perpetuated the incorrect venue of 
the Orpheum when the concert 
was really at the Forum.  The 
sound quality is very good for a 
bootleg recording.  It should be 
noted that the listing for “The Lady 
Is A Tramp” twice is not an error.  
Sinatra enjoyed singing the song 
and given the wonderful reception 
from the audience, he decided to 
perform it again.  It should also be 
noted that although “One For My 
Baby” is listed as the last track, 
“Lonesome Road” was the final 
song Sinatra performed at the 
matinee concert but is not 
included on this CD nor is it 
believed to be in circulation. 

During Sinatra’s monologue he 
mentions the fact that he was 
scheduled to be in Calgary that 
afternoon and blames the switch 
to Vancouver on the “people who 
put the show on.”  He also praises 
Crown Royal whiskey which he 
laments is not available outside of 
Canada.  Sinatra also mentions last 
being in Vancouver in 1935 with 
the Major Bowes Amateur Group.  
He would not return to Vancouver 
until 1976 and would not perform 
again in Canada until 1975.  



The Forum, 

Montreal, Quebec 

May 9th, 1975 
 

 
 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), March 15, 1975, Page 18 
 

 
This was Sinatra’s third appearance at the Montreal Forum.  It had been 31 years since Sinatra had last 
appeared at the Forum back in 1944 and 22 years since his last Montreal appearance for nine days at Chez 
Paree in 1953.  Sinatra had better reviews for his one night performance in 1944 than he had for his Chez 
Paree performance.  I can find no record of any other Sinatra performances in Canada during the gap 
between his last Canadian performance in Vancouver in 1957 and his return to Montreal in 1975. 
  



 
←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec)  
January 15, 1975, Page 43 
 

This is the first reference I can find for the 
May 9, 1975 concert.  Although The Gazette 
article mentions an announcement in another 
Journal, I could not find the notification. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), January 18, 1975, Page 3 
 

The previous article in The Gazette from January 15, 1975 made Sinatra’s appearance at the Forum on May 
9th sound like a fact but three days later The Gazette reported it simply as a rumor and that “serious 
negotiations are under way.”  Dimanche-Montreal, a French language paper would make it official near the 
beginning of February: 

         ↓Dimanche-Montreal, February 2, 1975, pg.9 
 
Sinatra In Montreal. 
 
Since the time we talked about it, the news has just 
been confirmed. Singer and comedian Frank Sinatra 
will come to Montreal in May. He will give his show 
on May 9 at the Forum. This show is part of a tour he 
will make in several major cities in the United States. 
He will also go to Toronto. Sinatra's last engagement 
in Montreal was in 1953 when he sang at Chez 
Paree. Incidentally, Frank Sinatra's favorite French 
actor was the late Fernandel. For him, was the best 
comic in the world. 

  



 
The Gazette would come close to making Sinatra’s Forum appearance official  by posting that there would 
be an announcement about  ticket prices on Friday February 28th, 1975. 
 

 
 
 

  
  ← The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), February 20, 1975, Page 3 

 

The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), 
February 27, 1975, Page 3    → 

 

 

 

 

 

←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), March 6, 
1975, Page 45     

Ticket prices would finally be announced at 
pricing of $7.50, $12.50, and $15.  Tickets 
finally went on sale on Saturday March 8th, 
1975. 

  



 
 

The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) 
March 6, 1975, Page 45 →   

 
The advertisement in The Gazette the day 
before tickets went on sale.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tickets finally go on sale: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

        ←The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec), March 8, 1975, Page 3  
  



Another newspaper’s view of the ticket sales notes that sales were brisk and makes mention of Sinatra’s 
last appearance in Montreal at Chez Paree. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    Dimanche-Montreal, March 9, 1975, pg.3→ 

 
Half The Tickets      
For Sinatra 
Sold In 1 Hour 
 
   Nearly half of the tickets for Frank Sinatra's May 9 show at the Forum  
were sold in just over an hour on Saturday morning. 
 
   Several hours before the opening of the wickets, hundreds of young and  
old waited in line and waited impatiently for the moment to appear at  
the wickets. The best tickets are $15. 

 
   We know that this is the first time Frank Sinatra has been performing in  
Montreal for almost 20 years, when he made a commitment to  
Chez Paree. At that time, the idol of the 1940s knew a "hollow period"  
and his star had paled. 
 
   But one role in the film "From Here to Eternity" was to launch it again.  
Since then, Frank Sinatra knows an extraordinary popularity. 
 
   Among those who bought tickets were mostly young people. 
 
   "We just buy tickets for our parents," he told reporters. 
  



↑Dimanche-Monteal,April 13, 1975, pg.13 
 

Producer Eric Villon admits he owes eternal recognition to Frank Sinatra 
 
FRANK SINATRA TO ESTABLISH RECORD OF RECEIPTS IN MONTREAL 
 
   After two years of hard work the impresario Eric Villon finally managed to convince the one and only Frank 
Sinatra to come to present his turn of song in Montreal and everything suggests that the famous American 
crooner will establish a record of receipts, since until now more than $200,000 of tickets are already sold. 

   Meeting at the elegant Auberge Richelieu, the husband of the singer Claude Valade is pleased to see that 
everything is going well for the present: 

   "A lot of things have been written about me in the past, but you do not have to take everything literally, 
you even went so far as to say that I was indecently involved with organized crime, but if it had really been 
the case I would not have seen myself forced, some two years ago, to sell my house of $100,000 after eating 
away all my savings to meet my obligations. 



   "Besides, I do not hesitate to confess that if I was saved from bankruptcy, I owe it in large part to my good 
friend Frank Sinatra.  He did not bring me a financial help, but moral support and the collaboration of all his 
friends. " 

   Presently, Eric Villon knows an incredible success with his weekends in the United States to attend the Elvis 
Presley show. The weekend of Easter has sold in the space of a few days and already everything is reserved 
for Tampa which will take place at the end of April. 

   After experiencing a small problem with an airline in the past, I have just received my acceptance from the 
Air Transportation of Canada, which completely wipes out any doubts that may have arisen in my mind 
regarding my reliability. " 

   Charter flights to see the Canadian abroad 

   Proud of this recognition and observing that the wind turns in his favor after three years of lean gates, Eric 
Villon is reviving in the action at peak steam. 

   This is how he will draw voices to allow athletes to attend all games in the final of the Canadiens for the 
Stanley Cup persuading that he will participate in the playoffs. 

   Several other projects are already planned for the summer and fall, "but I prefer not to talk about it 
immediately because I consider it necessary to work 
by step. Now that the trip to the Elvis show in 
Florida is nearing I think of Frank Sinatra at the 
Forum on May 9 and hockey playoffs, and then I will 
announce the next events to which my name will be 
linked. " 

   Even if Eric Villon has known the greatest 
international entertainment world by bringing to 
Canada, for example, Dean Martin, Paul Anka, 
Johnny Mathis, Trini Lopez, Tom Jones, Jerry Lewis, 
Sergio Mendes, Pat Boone, Nancy Sinatra, he also 
has experienced various woes by which he is 
remembered. 

Back on the road to success, he does not forget 
these difficult moments, because they have allowed 
him to accede to a maturity that allows him to 
control his emotions. 
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←Dimanche-Montreal,  
April 20, 1975, pg.13 
 
The singer Claude Valada has served as a 
teacher for Frank Sinatra for the finale of 
his show while he will interpret part of 
his success "My Way", in French. 

 
FRANK SINATRA 
CHANTERA IN FRENCH 
AT THE FORUM ON MAY 9 

 
        "It's all well and good to spoof, but 
you should not go to extremes," said 
promoter Eric Villon on Thursday, 
reading an article published on the front 
page of the Toronto-Star last Tuesday. 
      In this report, it was mentioned that 
for Frank Sinatra's arrival at Toronto's 
Maple Leaf Garden, a specially decorated 
box had been created with a thick new 
carpet on the road, an ample bar stocked 
with Don Perignon and Jack Daniels 
whiskey, discotheque including his 
records and those of Tony Bennett. 
       In addition to the 200 guards at the 
amphitheater, there would be 100 police 
officers in uniform in Toronto and 24 
other officers who are not on official 
duty but who are paid $ 10.25 an hour, 
and who carry 38 caliber revolver 
weapons. 
       Finally, it is mentioned that there is 
no question that he holds a press 
conference. 
       "One exaggerates clearly, comments 
Eric Villon, “ It is true that for his arrival 
in Dorval if need be, we can count on the 
presence of 40 policemen at the airport, 
but the other security services will not be 
different from those used during the 
coming Tom Jones or Englebert 
Humperdink or The Beatles. 



       "Following the landing, he would probably be brought here to the new Auberge Richelieu which was 
inaugurated on Thursday where there will be a private cocktail in his honor with some friends after which he 
will take advantage of a few moments to relax in a suite. 

   He will be taken to the Limo Forum for a show on May 9th and will meet him the next day in 
Toronto. Anyway it is premature to announce as in this report that he will leave the metropolis immediately 
after his singing tour to return to New York where he would fly again tomorrow. It could well be that he is 
staying in Montreal. 

   "But what is important to know is that the Montreal public present at the Forum tonight will have 
the promise that I say an exclusivity that may never be repeated. 

   "In fact, the popular American crooner will finish his singing tour by probably playing his great 
success that serves him as theme songs" My Way "not only in English, but also in French. This is my wife 
Claude Valade who has him served as a teacher in terms of pronunciation and will repeat it here shortly 
before the show. " 
   Finally, we learned that we will undoubtedly benefit from Frank Sinatra's coming to Montreal on May 9th 
to put a book on this idol on the market and Eric Villon holds the rights for the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑The Pittsburgh Press  
(Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania),  

April 20, 1975, Sun · Page 100 
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THEY WILL SEE 

SINATRA 

     Sunday-Last Hour and promoter Eric Villon have made happy. Indeed, five couples will be able to attend 
Friday night's long-awaited show of Frank Sinatra at the Forum. This is Sinatra's first visit to Montreal in 20 
years. 

     Fifteen letters were randomly selected from among the containers of the winners. The winners were Mr. 
and Mrs. Gilles Lefebvre, 76-2nd Terrasse Vaudreuil, Mr. Marcel Larocque, 2188 De Mexico City, Laval; Mrs. 
Pierette Soucy, 11948 Taylor, Montreal; Mr. Jacques Prince, 947 Doubille, Notre-Dame-du-Sacre-Coeur, and 
Mr. Paul Delaney, 4664 est. St. Catherine, Montreal. 

      To all these winners, our most sincere congratulation and they will receive their tickets this week. 

  



←Dimanche-Montreal, May 4, 1975, pg.24 

FRANK SINATRA 

A SOUVENIR-ALBUM PREMIERES AT THE FORUM 

           During Elvis Presley's shows on tour, there are a lot of hawkers selling 
all kinds of gadgets for spectators, from cassettes to medallions to 
souvenir albums, sweaters, posters and handkerchiefs with his name 
written. We seem to have only the little panties for women. 

   In the case of Frank Sinatra, however, it doesn’t go away and there is 
no question that we will find hawkers at the Forum next Friday. 

   There will be only one thing on sale officially with his agreement in 
the large auditorium and it will be a current souvenir program on his 
career. 

   This was confided to me in St. Petersburg, Florida, by the promoter 
Eric Villon who edits it and will put it on sale on the international 
market. 

   "Frank Sinatra is an anti-gadget type, he wants to keep his reputation 
by his voice only, he does not want to know about royalties that can 
be railroaded to this, so I was proud to get his consent to the project 
of a souvenir program that I entrusted to him. It will be published 
shortly and it will be the album about him that has been approved."  
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DEATH THREAT 

SINATRA 
PROTECTED BY 

ANTI-RIOT SQUAD 
Read Page 3 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THREATS MADE ON THE LIFE OF SINATRA 

 PROTECTED BY ANTI-RIOT SQUAD 
 HE HASTILY LEAVES MONTREAL 
 10 MINUTES AT THE BRONFMAN 

Dimanche-Montreal, May 11, 1975, pg.3↑ 
 

   Police officers from the Bureau Criminal Investigations (BEC) and the Anti-Riot squad came to lend a hand 
to their Montreal police colleagues and security guards on duty Friday night at the Forum where Frank 
Sinatra took the spotlight. 

NO RECEIPT RECORD 

   With some $252,000 of receipts for admissions to 
the Forum, Frank Sinatra failed to set a record for 
Friday night. 
   It is still Tom Jones who holds it with a colossal sale 
of $ 295,000 on June 20, 1970. However, it should be 
noted that in the case of the English idol, the majority 
of the notes are $20 and $ 15, while in the case of  
American "crooner" tickets were available for $ 7.50, 
$ 10, $ 12.50, and $ 15. 
 



      Dressed in plainclothes and armed with cameras, members of the BEC sneaked into the crowd without 
aiming to photograph the idol, but various people who came to watch the show. On their side, the 
policemen of the anti-riot squad, dressed in their protective helmets, watched attentively the comings and 
goings of everyone, ready to intervene. 
     In short, contrary to initial forecasts, the leaders of our police force decided to deploy the large arsenal to 
ensure the safety of the international "crooner" who visited us for the first time since 1953, that is to say 22 
years. 
     Even though it was impossible for us to know the official reasons for this deployment, it seems that 
serious threats have been made during the Friday afternoon to the Forum authorities. It was whispered on 
the one hand that they wanted to blackmail otherwise the show would not take place or that there would 
be breaks at the Forum. On the other hand, it is whispered that some small "punks" of the underworld have 
decided to attack the life of Frank Sinatra, just to value themselves from their sad confreres. 
     Frank Sinatra was aware of these threats, but he accepted the risks of the job and it is without a hint, 
without leaving the least stain, that he climbed on the special stage arranged for him and gave a singing 
tour which lasted more than 75 minutes. 
 
He modifies his program 
 
     Staying in New York, at the Waldorf-Astoria where he had rented a full floor, the fabulous Frank was 
getting up around 3 pm Friday. At 4:30, he was still in his suite shaving. 
     The day before, a dozen or so musicians from his orchestra, which numbered forty, arrived in Montreal 
and stayed at Chateau Champlain, where they had reserved 35 rooms and a luxurious suite. Sinatra never 
finally set foot there, completely modifying his program at the last minute. 
     Friday, at 16:30, accompanied by his other musicians and some 50 other members who are part of his 
organization, Frank Sinatra took off from New York aboard his personal plane, a DC-9. 
     At 7:50 pm, he made his entrance through the garage of the Forum, after driving on the Maisonneuve 
Boulevard in the opposite direction, but escorted by police officers in motorcycles and by patrol cars and 
ghost-cars he made the journey from Dorval to the Atwater Street, running all the reds, there is nothing too 
beautiful for the singer. 
     Even if the 20,000 people who had spent $252,000 in total to see their idol at work had not succeeded in 
occupying their places, the show began as expected at 8 pm with a comic who warmed the audience after 
being presented by the singer Claude Valade. A brief intermission followed, then after giving a gold album 
behind the scenes to Claude Valade, Frank Sinatra went on the scene greeted by an ovation. 
 
10 MINUTES 
AT THE BRONFMAN 
 
     At the end of his singing tour, happily presented without incident, a hail of policemen guards and guards 
of the Forum, and agents of the anti-riot squad ensured his exit from the backstage scene where he rushed 
to immediately head to the rear garage, still escorted by police-bikers and ghost-cars, he was heading to 
Charles Bronfman's residence where he was awaited by some certain invited guests. But he was only 
supposed to stay ten minutes, exchanging hands on the right and on the left. 
     Immediately after escorting him to Dorval airport where he flew aboard his DC-9 plane to Toronto where 
he was staying, presenting two shows in that city last night. 
     During this time at Chateau Champlain, 35 rooms remained unoccupied, but Frank Sinatra would pretend 
not to run any risks and change so unexpectedly and at the last minute his itinerary. Moreover, Saturday 
night, immediately after his two singing tours at Toronto's Maple Leaf Gardens, he was on his way again to 
relax today, all day long, at the Waldorf-Astoria in New York. It's a day off for the crooner, but he continues 
his tour tomorrow in Providence, then in many American cities before facing the Parisian public at the end of 
May. 



 
 
←The Gazette, (Montreal, Quebec),  
May 12, 1975, Page 3 
 
 
The Montreal Gazette described Sinatra’s 1975 
appearance as “calm and wistful” but quickly 
compared his 1953 appearance in Montreal at 
Chez Paree to the debacle Sinatra had in 
Australia in 1974. 
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←The Burlington Free Press 
(Burlington, Chittenden, Vermont) 
May 13, 1975, Page 9 


	The following photo comes from the Maritime History Archive Public Photo Catalogue.  The caption for the photo was "USO Troop with Phil Silvers and Frank Sinatra visit Argentia".  Argentia was the location of Fort McAndrew in Newfoundland.

